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Fears bedsit will ruin 'family-friendly’ area of
Smethwick

2y Megan Archer | Smethwick | News | Published: Aug 8, 2019

Families in Smethwick have launched a petition protesting against plans for an eight-
bedroom bedsit in a 'peaceful' neighbourhood.

Gibson Drive. Photo: Google
Nearly 30 families have signed the petition calling on Sandwell Council to halt the planning
application, which if approved will see a five to six bedroom family home in Gibson Drive turned

into a HMO (house of multiple occupancy) for eight pecple.

The home is on the public piazza in Brindley Village, and residents are concemed a HMO with so
many bedrooms will not fit in with the "family-friendly” area.

There are fears that the house could be used for rowdy students or ex-offenders.



Local resident Muhammad Wagqas, who lives in nearby Berry Drive, said: "I moved from Oxford
about a year ago and the reason | chose this particular neighbourhood in Smethwick is mainly
due to its community and a very good family-friendly environment.

"Having a safe and family-friendly environment is very important to us as a family. An HMO In
this area will be detrimental to the family-friendly environment of this community, It will bring
issues like parking disputes, drug use and various other antisocial behaviours

"Parents will not feel safe with their kids playing in the park outside or hanging around on the
street."

Claire Gibbs, who also lives in Berry Drive, added: "l have lived here for over 18 years and my
children have grown up here. We have enjoyed the peaceful location and sense of community
however this has somewhat declined over recent years as more of the houses become short
term lets. Parking issues have increased considerably and the introduction of an HMO can only
add to these problems."

And Krishna Kharel, who lives Gibson Drive said: "I've been living in this area over the last seven
years. We bought our house in this area because of the nice, peaceful and family environment.
This area is always appreciated for peacefulness. We don't want to live under stress, arguing
with others due to parking, worried about drug dealers, worried about break-ins and anti-social
behaviour."

Advertising

Manjeet Sidhu, who has been spearheading the campaign and lives on Gibson Drive, will be
speaking at next week's council meeting in a bid to sway councillors against the plans.

She said: "Galton Valley Primary School is within walking distance of where we live and many of
the children on the estate go there. The police has already raised concerns about crime and
safety in relation to this proposal - we really don't understand why they have been ignored. One
good thing to come out of this madness is that 'The Safer Neighbourhoods and Active
Communities Scrutiny Board' at Sandwell Council is now going to look into Houses in Multiple
Occupation across the region.

"This may be too late for our litle community but could be instrumental in helping others save
dwellings that have been designed for families and save family-friendly neighbourhocods."

The application, by Anjum Mehmood of Anjum Design Ltd, has already been to the planning
committee once before but councillors were concerned about lack of parking.

Sandwell Council's planning committee will be discussing the application on Wednesday (Aug
14) at their next meeting.



Dc(l162.842.

;
W
:

jesodoud Suppred pig | ainbi4

i Buissnosip ale am aoeds Jyby ay) Jo Bupuejsiapun [ensia e 1ab o) saWWod ayy Jo) Juepodw

Si ) aAaljaq | se ‘podal 1noA yim Buoje sapiwwos Buiwueld auy) yum jpd yjoq aleys pue Japs| uopnad [euibuo 1no o} mojaq sjuawwod asay)
yoepe Ajpuiy NoA p|noo asesid ‘aAuQ UOSqIS Z| Uo uspaq uosiad-g Woolpag-g ay) Joj sjesodoud Bunyied [¢ sy o) suonosiqo Aw ess ases|d
‘uosily IH

SJUBLIIOD |euOHIPpE pue aAuq uosqi) Z| e sueld Bunped pasiaal € 0) ssuocdsal nup|S 1ealuep joalgng

6102 1snbny .G :a1eg

dousig uosijy :oe4



jnodey ses-ap-ina jeutbuo z amnbi-y

8002 mala 19a11g sdepy ajfioon)

2102 pue gooz woy sabew dew sjfioos

Gumoljos sy) Bunedwoo Aq usss eq UeD Se SIy} JO BIBME 8q APEaJE PINOYS [IDUN0S 3y "9AN(Q UOSQID Z pUe ¢ ‘9 g ‘0| B Sluapisal Joj uJ3duod
e Apeauje si Jey) ssaooe pue Bupped s|qnop ynm swajgord Bupsixe o) ppe [m suejd asay | "sjuapisal 10} Bunjied Bunsixa pue ayel} 0 edw) *|



‘sanss| obeuelp Buobuo

XY O} pepaau s)sia Juanba.j
yuMm 8)e)sa aijj uo wajgoid e
usaq sAemje sey abelomas
sin Asy} uaym aoeds siy}
u; paxsed sjqnop ale sied

J1 sy yum abbnns Aew pue
Buppsediano o} anp yjedjoo)
aiqnd ay; pue spiejjoq ay}
uaamjaq aseds ayj u yied
0] Pa2ioj |iS 948 SajINeA
@suRUANIBL 8)OU ISEA(d,

"aAl(] uosqIS) ¢ 1e sjuednaoso
10} pue yjedjoo} ay}

Buisn o1gnd ay) Joj sulsaUGI
f1zjes o) Buipes| sayseio

lea Buiobuo Jo jnsal e se
8pIs auo 0} uea| 0} buiues
sem Jsoddwe) ayy — suoisijjod
1ea Bumo)jo} Yiediooy ongnd
ay) uo paaowai }sodwen

‘paysia Aal) uaym

Bale s|y) SSa30e 0} 3|qeun
2iem sules} aoueLUIUIEW
se sulesp ayy Jan0 Bunped
a|doad dojs o) 1ounod

au Aq pappe spJejjog

¢Loe
malA Jeal1)g sdepy 8jboog)

sainssaid Suped o) anp pesotiias jsodwe] pue peppe spueloq £ amnbi-



o}a sasunu

yjjesy |ejuawl AHURWILLIOD
‘s18o1yo sjored ‘a1 8)Is ay) O}
si0)isia senbal Aue pue yspaq
uosiad-g ue woyy ynsas Aew
1ey} SIe2 JO J3quUInu [enjoe ay)
,89110d, 0] saInseaw JnoyIm
pue abeleb e snuiw sapoiysa
{7 10} sI jesodosd Buped sy

‘abeleh
ay) u ajyaa pliy} e 10} aoeds
Uim ‘z 0} paji) usag sheme
SBY 9ALQ UosqID) g1 0) payul)

SJED JO Jaquinu 8y} asneosq
pue |im-poob ybBnoay
pabeuew Buiaq si siy)

"Aep ay) inoybnouy) seaup
413y} Jo Jno pue u| Buyeb
yim pajbbnis arey anug
uosqio g pue g ‘gl ‘gl 1e

S9||iwe) 'SS800E SoueUBUIRW
apiaoud 0} yjed Jiay)

PaX20jq |1ouned ay) ssuIg
"9s19A8) 0) Buiaey Jnoypm

soeds Bupysed Bueubisap

1194} 1JO pue uo aaow Ajajes o)
8AU(] uosqlo) Z1 Je sjuednaso
pamo|je sjuawsbuele

Bunped jeuibuo ay ]

8002
maiA 1oang sdep ajicon)

noAe; oes-ap-jna fewbuo p ainbig

i

by =11
ntou JF —

LES B R TTREN
11} v

"aAuQ uosqio 91 pue ¢} o) Buipea) yjedyooy sseooe ay) Buisn synpe ejqessuina pue uaipya BunoA jo Ajejes ayy asiwolidwoo osje
sued sy "soeds Bunjied pasodosd iy Jo 1o pue ui esianes Ajsjes o) S8[9IyaA 221y} Joj woos yBnous Jou st aiay] suewsapad jo Ajejes 7



"sjueus) Jo Jaaown) ubiy |eruajod e ypm s)9| WISI-LOYS SB pUB ‘UCIEPOLWLILLIOIdE. JBPUSHO-X8

‘UoIepPOWILLINII. Juapn]s ‘ AIjIDe} UONE]IIqEYSY, B ' 8SNOYDJES, B Pasn S| )ISpaq ay) jI pajeqaoexs aq |im swejqoid ylog paiiiom aie sap) "pesisul
uonenys ay) abeuew o) pajjea sem Ajiwey ayy Ing aajjod auy o) pauodai Jou Sem SIy | Al UosqID) Z| apIsinc AN ,0€ Uo Jinpe 3|qelauina

ay) BulajoAul Juappul ue se j[am se Jybiu je aje| sjeap Bnup op o) eZzeld ay) Bunisia SJES MOYS ||Im S9A3IY) O] JULI9)ap & S pappe Biawed
Alunoas ay) woly a6.j004 "aAllg UOSqIS) 9| O} paxul| JINpPe ajgelauina e yum swz|qold Buobuo pue ays ayy uo Buijeap Bnip uado sapnjoul

syl “Ayunwwos se BuibeuBw ale am YdIym INCIABYSQ [BID0S-NUE |aAd] mo| Buiousiadxa Apeaisie aie am ‘1a)a| uoijed 1no Ul pauolusw sy

‘s1eak ¢ )se| ay) ul Auadosd ay) je ul yeaiq e Buimolo) (adid uiglp 0} xau) aAlp UOSQIS) Z| JO apIS 3y} 0} pajiWI sioPenuo?) Jaybe|es r
|Jeeyoiy Aq peppe elawed AJnoas e Jo abewl Ue pue ‘pua)aam ay) Jaao ezzeld ay) o} sio)sia woyy asn Bnup moys o) sebew| mojeq puy asee|d

BWLD Ul 8SEBIoU| P



"SWwooJ Jlun ajfiuls ojul 8je)S INO LD WY AjILe) B HBAUOD 0) Paau ou S| 818y |
"aoeds Bupped sjenbape sapnjoul )t se esodoid sy woddns apy "Sje}j GOl OJul suioymeH 3y | HaAuod o) [esodold e s alel) pueisiapun ap

uonepowwodde 8|6ulg sA uolEPOWWOoIJE Ajlue 10} pasp 'S



"Aep sy
noybnoly) oes-ap-na ay) uo
Aejd uasppyo BunoA - uaddey

0) Buniem juapiaoe ue
s1 sue|d )saje| ay} jad se oes
-ap-|no 0) sied mau  Buippy

spueloq A pejasjoid INg UG By} PUIEG MEIA LICL UsppiY *0BS-8p-nd ey} jo pue Jayjo ayj uo uig e puiyeq Buikeid ppya g emnbi4

L=

et e

‘Ajajes ueuysapad

JUSIPJIYD JO) LIBoUCD

e Apealje ale sainssaid
Buiyed Juaung ay) asaym
DES-8P-|NJ 9} JO apIS Jayjo
ay) uo aseo 3y Jou S| Syl

*3pIs 8y} 0} yyedjoo) ssaooe
pue onand ayy Buoayoud
spJejjoq 0} syuey) aoeds siy)

uned ajgnop o) Bundiuayie | EEEEE S  y r—t 7 ot 2
SJED WOl pue sAuQq LT RESRSRER BT . gl 51

uosqio L pue g ‘|| ‘gl jono
pue ul BulsiaAal S1ED WOl
ajes s1 abew siy} Ul uiq ay)
puiyaq pamded pIyo ayL

gLoe
mala Yoo sdepy o1b6o0g)




‘S||iq XE} 1ouUno2 Uno o) aseasaul ay) yim Bulbbnys Apeadje aie sn Jo aW0S Se ‘Sjueud) Jusisuel) winya ybiy e ajepowwosoe
0} papaau suonda||0d ysiqgn! jeuopippe pue buiddy Ay Aue dn Bujueao Joj ||1Iq 8y} 1004 0) Y3 aq [|Im S3IJIWE) AJBUIPIO PALLISIUOS OS|E BJE ap

'SIU} 8}EPOLULLIOJOE 0} JOPIO U| SYE] ||IM SUOHEAOUSI 8Y) BuN) pue yjBus| sy) puejsispun o) paau puE SYIYS HIOM JO BLUOY LUOI) HJOM SJUSPISSJ JO
Jaquinu v "ajis 8y} uo Jno Aued saajaswiay) Aay) syJom Bup|ing Jo sjueua) WOl 20UBGINISIP SSIOU PUE YSIGGN 9SBIOU| UB JNOqe aSiel ABW am
$WI30U0D aimny AUE 0} UIBJUOD JO HOE| SWES B} SJRJSUOLISD 0} SNUIUOD JIIM PeliLI SI0}ENUOY) JAYBE|IED) [ [SBYDIW JeY) PSUISOUOD 31E Bp\

‘uspaqe
BuiSeuew o) spsefias yum aosusiadxs s Auedwod siy} Jnoge su1eouod pasies aaey aoiod Sy} pUelsIepUN SpA “SIU} pajoafal 1ounoa ay) Jng SwIood
8|6uls Jo Jaquinu 1atealf uans ue Joj [esodold B Ym Iounod ay) payoeocsdde Ajewbio Juesydde sy aoyso Sujuueld ay) LI0J} pue)SIapUN 8 A

‘pooyinoqyBiau ay) ul sasnoy Jo Jajoereyo ay; siy Jabuo)
ou pue 1940 Y00} Aay} souts Apybisun pue umo.Bieac awodeq sey Yoy ‘uapieb joeq Jo Juoyy ay) o) Buipus) Jnoyum Buoj os 10} Juesea Apadoid
ay) ya| aAey Aay) Aym 10 awy ay) ye SIUSIN OWH E US 1NOYIIM awoy Ajlwe) Aa101s 821y} & Ul 8jejsa Jno uo dn way) nd o) pamo||e sem Auedwios

siy} Aym ure|dxa j,useop ing uoljLe) jo asdejjoo ay) o} Joud Apadord ay) 1e Buiay si8aulBus/siap|ing snouea Jo asuausdxa JNo YIm ul san sIy |

/soeload-sed-yuannopn 0o 1sybejebliaeyoiu mmmys:sdny :apsqgam
SH U0 uoj|ue) yim 1osfoid Juadas e se jendso ueyjodonapy spuelpiy ayl Bunsi si paywi sioppenuo) Jaybejes 1 [eeyaly 88s ued noA sy

"9102 yase souis Auadoud ay) Jo JaUMO 8L} USS] SeY pajiwi SI0J9ENUOY JayBe||es) [ [SeYDIN PUBISISPUN PUE LORELLIOMUI
layuny Jo} sysenbai 1no o) puodss. 0} pajies ubiseq waluy Jusby s,Auedwod ay) Jaye yeem ise| Auadoid ay) o) spaap 3L} pSpEOJUMOP BN

JUBLLIUCIIAUT @Y} O} BSISAPY '€



RT HON JOHN F. SPELLAR - MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT - WARLEY

XL QA5 AL R
. . RECEWED 7 )
( ,\> De A\ 628472 T REGENERATION & ECONOMY
HOUSE OF COMMONS - AU 2019

LONDON SW1A 0AA

020-7219-0674
e-mail: colyerl{@parliament.uk

SECTION W\

JFS/LC

7" August 2019

Ms Alison Bishop,

Head of Planning & Development,
Sandwell Metro Borough Council,
Sandwell Council House,
Oldbury,

West Midlands B69 3DE.

Dear Alison Bishop,

Residents in Brindley Village came to me with the enclosed petition which | think has
also been forwarded to yourself.

In addition to the points they outline it appears that this may have probably been
operated without a licence as a HMO by the owners who are putting in the
application, but | have no verification as to that.

I would re-enforce my previous points regarding the change of the character of this
overwhelming family residential area, but also re-enforce the parking issues,

Yours sincerely,

@

Rt Hon John F Spellar MP,
Warley.

Enc:

Constituency Office: Brandhall Labour Club, Tame Road, Oldbury
West Midlands, B68 0JT. Telephone: 0121-423-2933






